St. Eugene Church
1251 Putnam Pike, PO Box A
Chepachet, RI 02814
(P) 401-568-5102 (F) 401-568-7847
steugenchurch@verizon.net

St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church
183 Sayles Ave., PO Box 188
Pascoag, RI 02859
(P) 401-568-2411 (F) 401-568-2586
stjosephstpatrickburrillri@gmail.com
July 26, 2021

Dear Parents,
I hope that as you carry out your plans for this summer that you and your children are enjoying
some rest, recreation, and other opportunities as well as staying safe amidst all of the challenges we
have been facing.
As you know, the academic school year 2021-2022 is just around the corner. So I am writing you
this letter to request that each family whose child or children intend to enroll in our parish religious
education program for this upcoming school year complete and submit the enclosed registration form
and tuition by August 20th. Please note that even if your child/children has/have registered for the
Confirmation program in the past, every student who wishes to enroll must complete a new registration
form this year. A copy of the Religious Education Registration Form is enclosed in this letter and is also
available for download on our parish website: www.sainteugeneschurch.org for your convenience.
Please also note a few practical considerations regarding the policies of the combined St.
Eugene Church and St. Joseph Church Religious Education Program this year:
1) The successful completion of each Religious Education Grade level from Grade 1-Grade 8 or
attending a Catholic school for these grades is a prerequisite for admission to the
Confirmation Program (students who have not successfully completed Grades 1-8 Religious
Education or attended a Catholic school for these grades will not be admitted to the
Confirmation Program).
2) Saint Eugene Church and Saint Joseph Church faithfully adhere to all of the standards,
values, and doctrines of the Catholic faith without compromise. Consequently, the Saint
Eugene and Saint Joseph Church Religious Education Program is only for those who are
ready to commit to practicing the Catholic faith as instructed by the Catholic Church. The
appropriate practice of the Catholic faith is a necessary part of receiving instruction in the
Catholic faith. Consequently, the expectation is that students and their families will make a
wholehearted commitment to practicing their faith by:
a. Attending Saturday evening or Sunday Mass every week and on Holy Days of
Obligation
b. Doing one’s best to believe in and follow all of the teachings of the Church without
compromise (including its teachings about chastity)
c. Faithfully receiving/practicing the sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession when it is
appropriate (not necessarily at St. Eugene Church or St. Joseph Church)
3) Attendance at Sunday Mass each week and on Holy Days of Obligation (January 1, Ascension
Thursday [six weeks after Easter], August 15, November 1, and December 8) even when
school and Religious Education are not in session (including during the summer) is required
for the successful completion of each Religious Education Program grade level. Excuses will
not be accepted except in the case of an emergency or dire circumstances. If you plan to
travel and are uncertain about where there will be a Catholic Mass for the weekend or a

Holy Day of Obligation, please refer to www.masstimes.org. This website lists service
information about Catholic Churches throughout the world.
4) Students of every Religious Education Program grade level are now required to sign an
attendance sheet for Mass. If a student does not attend Mass either at St. Eugene Church or
St. Joseph Church on a given occasion, he/she is asked to obtain a bulletin from the Church
where they did attend Mass, have it signed by the priest who celebrated the Mass, and
submit it to his/her religious education teacher.
5) Religious Education for Grades 6, 7, and 8 will be held as one class and will be livestreamed
through Facebook. Due to ongoing concerns regarding the pandemic, “in-person”
attendance versus electronic attendance online is at the discretion of each family which has
a student in one of these grades.
6) The subject material of Religious Education for Grades 6, 7, and 8 will be presented through
3-year cycle and will overview the basic teachings of the Catholic faith. This will cover the
material on the test required for admission to the Confirmation Program.
7) The Confirmation Program has changed. The three main objectives of the Confirmation
Program are now: 1) To provide the student with a basic knowledge and understanding of
the sacrament they are about to receive; 2) To help prepare them as completely as possible
to receive it; and 3) To ensure their commitment to practicing the faith. Consequently, the
requirements of the Confirmation Program are as follows:
a. Attending Mass every Saturday evening or Sunday and on Holy Days of Obligation
b. Doing one’s best to believe in and follow all of the teachings of the Church
(including its teachings about chastity), to have a consistent and substantial prayer
life, and to be involved in the life of the parish
c. Faithfully receiving/practicing the sacrament of Confession/Reconciliation when
appropriate (not necessarily at St. Eugene or St. Joseph Church
8) If I can help you in any way or if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to
contact me at your convenience at (401) 568-5102 or steugenchurch@verizon.net
if you are a member of St. Eugene Church. If you are a member of St. Joseph Church please
call ( 401) 568-2411 or stjosephstpatrickburrillri@gmail.com.
May God bless you and your loved ones with a wonderful rest of your summer! I look forward
to seeing all of you this upcoming school year.

In Christ,

Reverend Stephen J. Dandeneau
Pastor

